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Our Mission
St Mary’s College is an inclusive Catholic learning community committed to the holistic development 
of its members within the Mercy tradition of serving God’s people. 

We offer a caring and supportive learning environment that promotes growth, excellence and 
opportunity for all.

Our Vision
St Mary’s students will be authentic and reflective life long learners who view challenges as opportunities. 
They will be courageous in adversity, compassionate to those in need and will become the face of Christ 
to others. 

 

Our Catholic Principles and Values
Primacy of God

The Sanctity of Life
Fidelity in Relationships

The Common Good. 

Contact Details 

 ɓ Address:                  151 Bloomfield Street, Gunnedah
 ɓ Postal Address:        PO Box 730, Gunnedah NSW 2380
 ɓ Phone:          (02) 6742  2124
 ɓ Office Hours:          8:30am – 4:00pm
 ɓ Email:          smcreception@arm.catholic.edu.au
 ɓ Website:          www.stmaryscollege.nsw.edu.au



Message from the Principal

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

At St Mary’s College we value the importance of learning well. Our school 
community aims to be safe, calm and welcoming. Our learning and teaching 
teams of skilled, helpful adults are committed and contribute to the improved 
conditions of learning, teaching and wellbeing.  Through the delivery of the 
curriculum, the learning is supported by Learning Intentions and Success 
Criteria, high quality instruction and multiple opportunities for feedback 
through formative and summative assessments.

We ask of our students to engage in their learning; to be open to the challenges of high expectations and 
to demonstrate behaviours that help their learning and the learning of others.

We look forward to working with our students in the many different learning spaces we have across the 
College and we look forward to sharing the success of the students throughout the year.

God Bless
   
Mrs Bern Feldman



General Information

St Mary’s College Gunnedah, is a Catholic co-educational secondary school serving the Gunnedah region 
in North-West NSW. With a population of over 400 students, St Mary’s provides a holistic Catholic 
education in an inclusive, caring, calm and welcoming environment following the tradition of the Sisters 
of Mercy who founded the College in 1879.

As a Catholic college, St Mary’s has a universal and unconditional positive regard for children and young 
people. St Mary’s Staff accept and promote a collective responsibility for improving the conditions of 
faith development, teaching, learning, wellbeing, and life opportunities for all students. 

Students at St Mary’s feel connected to their school, are aware of the collective focus on their learning 
and wellbeing, and feel valued, hopeful and safe. Our classrooms provide a consistent focus on student 
centred pedagogy and collaborative strategies, increasing opportunity for connection, participation and 
recognition. This is established with the shared understanding of Catholic pastoral care, centred on a 
universal ethos of care and the dignity of the human person. 



St Mary’s is a Catholic College
As a Catholic school, St Mary’s College has a commitment to proclaim the Gospel and promote the 
teachings and practices of the Catholic tradition.

 ɓ Religious Education courses are compulsory from Year 7 to Year 12.
 ɓ Students attend whole school and Year Level Masses and liturgies.
 ɓ Students participate in Reflection Days and Retreats.
 ɓ Prayer is part of the daily routine.
 ɓ Catholic principles and values are to be known, understood and articulated by teachers, parents 
and students.

 ɓ The pastoral care program recognises that each student is “made in the image and likeness of 
God.”  Every student is supported in building a positive self-image and challenged to aim at 
achieving his or her full human and spiritual potential. 

 ɓ Students are encouraged to develop a conscious commitment to Social Justice through the 
Religious Education curriculum and through the College’s charitable works program.

All students are expected to participate fully in the Religious Education program provided by the 
College.

The College promotes Catholic principles and values and the belief in a loving and caring God. Students 
and families are accepted on the basis that they agree to support the Catholic nature of our school.



Resources and Facilities
A number of building programs, have provided St Mary’s with modern, well equipped facilities which 
include:

 ɓ Industrial Arts room – with an emphasis on woodwork 
 ɓ Technology room equipped for STEM
 ɓ Wireless internet access available throughout the school
 ɓ All classrooms are fitted with air conditioning and heating
 ɓ All classrooms have Promethean Boards, interactive whiteboards or touch screen TVs
 ɓ Food Technology Laboratory
 ɓ Textile and Design Workshop
 ɓ A spacious Visual Arts Studio
 ɓ Metal Workshop
 ɓ Music facility with practice rooms
 ɓ Library and Resource Centre
 ɓ Four modern science laboratories
 ɓ A Language Laboratory
 ɓ Modern canteen, serving healthy food
 ɓ Three Agriculture plots
 ɓ Tennis courts
 ɓ Access to sports oval and basketball courts (Kitchener Park)
 ɓ Counselling room
 ɓ Landscaped grounds, a pleasant and well maintained environment for learning



Staff
The College Executive:      Principal - Mrs Bernadette Feldman
                                             Assistant Principal - Mrs Catherine Martin
                                                  Religious Education Coordinator - Mrs Sandra Garnett

Parish Priest:                   Father Abmar

College Instructional Team 

Leader of Pedagogy: This role focuses on improving the impact that teachers have on students to 
maximise learning gains. It functions on the premise that all students can learn given the right time 
and right support. The role involves facilitating Cross-Curricular Professional Learning Teams (PLTs) 
where teachers collaborate to engage in evidence-based professional learning, reflect on their practices 
and share their strategies. Together with the teaching and learning team, the Leader of Pedagogy gathers 
data and monitors student growth in order to improve their learning outcomes. 

Leader of Academic Care (Learning & Curriculum):  Provides instructional and curriculum 
leadership to  the Leaders of Learning, teachers, support staff and students.  The roles entails supervising 
the Leaders of Learning in the provision of curriculum and NESA compliance, with a particular focus 
on programming, assessing and reporting. 

Leader of Academic Care (Student Care & Wellbeing): Is committed to enhancing the spiritual, 
academic, social, emotional and physical wellbeing of students and families with our school. They work 
closely with the Year Leaders, teachers, support staff and students to support academic, wellbeing and 
positive behaviours. 

Mrs Bern Feldman
Principal

Mrs Cath Martin
Assistant Principal

Mrs Sandra Garnett
Religious Education

Coordinator



Leader of Literacy: This position is responsible for developing a sustainable literacy learning culture 
within the school.  Led by the literacy coach, staff work collaboratively to embed Literacy within their 
curriculum. Professional opportunities are developed for staff to participate in modelled, guided, shared 
and independent practice to develop a whole school approach focusing on authentic literacy across all 
KLAs. This school wide approach, aims to improve student access to the curriculum and ultimately 
improves life opportunities.

Staff
Leaders of Learning have responsibility for the learning areas of English, Mathematics, Science, 
Religious Education, Technological and Applied Studies and Creative and Performing Arts (TAS & 
CAPA), Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) and Human Society and its 
Environment (HSIE). 

Year Leaders are responsible for each year level.  The Year Leader takes a special interest in the welfare 
of all students in their year level and are usually the first point of contact for pastoral issues between 
parents and school.  The Year Leader is the teacher that students would see if they have difficulties or 
problems and is the most likely teacher to contact parents if there are overall behaviour concerns.  

There is a Leader of Learning- Inclusion who is responsible for the Inclusion Team comprising 
a Literacy /Numeracy teacher, Student Support Teachers, an Indigenous Focus Teacher, Educational 
Assistants and an Aboriginal Education Assistant.

Centacare provides a Student Counselling service at the College.  Students can be referred to the 
counsellor by staff, with parental consent.  In certain circumstances, students can refer themselves.



Student Leadership
Student Representative Council
Students in Years 7-11 are able to participate in our SRC program. Any student can nominate and, 
from these nominations, two students are elected in each year group to become SRC. The SRC attend 
fortnightly meetings where they participate in the planning and facilitating of events; they also have a 
chance to highlight to the staff any concerns from their year group.

Senior Leadership Team 
The Senior Leadership Team is made up of our Year 12 students and includes the Senior Council, College 
Vice-Captains and College Captains. This team mentors our young leaders and are primarily responsible 
for the organisation and facilitation of school events and fundraisers. The Senior Leadership Team 
are given opportunities to develop their leadership skills through attendance at the GRIP Leadership 
Conference and in public speaking with local Rotary and Lions clubs.

House Captains
In Year 11, two students are voted to become the House Captains for McAuley, Lourdes, Loreto and 
Mercy. These Captains work closely with our staff in organising and facilitating Swimming and Athletics 
Carnivals, Cross Country and House Sports Competitions. These Captains are crucial in fostering 
school spirit and participation from all students at the College.

Peer Support
Our Year 10 students are given the chance to act as mentors for our Year 7 students. Potential candidates 
complete a training program and from there, nominate for selection as a Peer Support Leader. Upon 
selection, students work with a partner to assist Year 7 students on Orientation Day and in their 
transition to High School. Leaders facilitate 6-8 Peer Support sessions in Semester 1 with the aim of 
helping Year 7 students with organisation, confidence, resilience and managing adverse circumstances. 
The Peer Support program is extremely beneficial for both helping our Year 7 students feel safe and 
welcome, and developing the leadership skills of Year 10 students before commencing Stage 6.



Parent Involvement & Communication 
Parents are encouraged to take an active role in the school.

 ɓ School Advisory Council – provides advice to the Principal and Parish Priest on matters such as 
policies, finance, building and maintenance.  

 ɓ Parents & Friends Association – all parents are invited to take an active role in the Gunnedah 
Catholic Schools P&F.  The P&F meets monthly, at 5.30pm on the third Tuesday of each month.  
The P&F organises a range of activities and raises supplementary funds for St Mary’s College 
and St Xavier’s Primary School.  

 ɓ Sport – occasionally there is the call for parents to be involved in sports coaching or as officials 
at college sporting events.  Parents are very welcome to attend college sport carnivals.

 ɓ Parent Information Meetings - parents are encouraged to attend information meetings held at 
critical times during the year.

 ɓ Parent-Teacher Interviews – parents are encouraged to attend parent-teacher interviews.  

Communication is the key to building strong relationships between home and school. Parents are 
welcome to phone or email the school regarding any matters or concerns.  All staff emails are available 
on the College website for your convenience. 
For academic matters, please contact the student’s subject teacher.  

For pastoral matters, please contact the Year Leader. 

Information can be found at:  
 ɓ the College website
 ɓ the College Facebook page
 ɓ the College Newsletter which is published twice a term 

Years 7 to 10 Reports are issued:    
 ɓ Interim Reports at the end of Term 1
 ɓ At the end of Term 2
 ɓ At the end of Term 4
 ɓ Years 11 and 12 reports are issued in Term 2 and at the end of Term 3.



St Mary’s College uses Compass as our Parent Portal. Parents/Carers will have access to up-to-date and 
meaningful information about our school and your child’s progress. Once all Compass Modules are 
activated parents will be able to:

 ɓ View up-to-date class and school attendance, information regarding absences or arriving after 
8:45am

 ɓ Approve past absences for your child, within the last 7 days
 ɓ Enter upcoming absences for your child
 ɓ Access your child’s Student Semester Reports
 ɓ Download, print and approve upcoming excursions
 ɓ Update your registered email and mobile number (used for SMS alerts)
 ɓ Access information regarding upcoming events and news

Notes are requested from parents in the following circumstances:
 ɓ To the Mentor teacher if your child needs to leave the school during the day for any reason,
 ɓ To the Mentor teacher if there is a temporary difficulty with uniform.

Absences for 5 days or more require an application to the Principal for Exemption from School or an 
application for Leave which is available from the Front Office.
Absences for extended illness require a medical certificate.  All absences are subject to Principal’s 
approval.

The College uses the Qkr! App for the following:
 ɓ Excursion permission notes and payment (if required)
 ɓ Canteen orders
 ɓ School fee payment
 ɓ Uniform Shop orders



Curriculum
The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), in collaboration with states 
and territories, has developed an agreed Australian Curriculum for English, Mathematics, Science and 
History.   The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) is responsible for developing syllabuses to 
be taught in New South Wales schools, from Kindergarten through to Year 12.

NESA has developed new NSW K–10 syllabuses for English, Mathematics, Science (including Science 
and Technology K–6) and History, incorporating the Australian Curriculum. Literacy and numeracy 
remain important areas of focus in the new curriculum.

The Australian syllabuses identify essential knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes 
that students are expected to develop in each learning area. They are designed to provide flexibility 
for teachers to develop their teaching and learning programs to meet the needs of their students.  
Information for parents is available on the NESA website.

The Higher School Certificate (HSC)
The Higher School Certificate (HSC), is the highest educational award in New South Wales schools. 
It is awarded to students who successfully complete Years 11 and 12 in New South Wales. The HSC is 
an internationally recognised credential that provides a foundation for students entering tertiary study, 
vocational training or employment.

Record of School Achievement (RoSA)
Eligible students who leave school before receiving their Higher School Certificate (HSC) will receive 
the NSW Record of School Achievement (RoSA).  The RoSA is a cumulative credential in that it allows 
students to accumulate their academic results until they leave school. It includes the subjects studied 
and grades achieved during Years 10 and 11.

NAPLAN
Students in Years 7 and 9 sit for the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
test in May each year. The assessments are an opportunity for students to demonstrate what they have 
learned in class. Students sit NAPLAN tests online at St Mary’s College.
The results provide information about student achievement that can be used to inform teaching and 
learning programs. NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information regarding student progress 
in literacy and numeracy and are intended to complement the wide range of formal and informal 
assessments that are already conducted in schools. NAPLAN test results are not intended to be used 
in isolation from other school-based assessment programs.  The College will be completing the testing 
online.



The College Curriculum
The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) divides the secondary curriculum up into Key 
Learning Areas (KLAs) 

 ɓ English
 ɓ Mathematics
 ɓ Science
 ɓ Human Society & Its Environment (HSIE)
 ɓ Personal Development, Health & Physical Education (PDHPE)
 ɓ Creative Arts (CAPA)
 ɓ Technologies (TAS)
 ɓ Languages

In addition, the College as a Catholic school has a program of Religious Education from Year 7 to Year 
12.

Students in Year 7 and 8  study Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, 
PDHPE, Visual Arts, Music, Languages (Chinese) and Mandatory Technology. 

Students in Years 9 and 10 study Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, Australian History, 
Australian Geography and PDHPE.  At St Mary’s College a literacy block has been introduced.  The 
students have a choice of two elective subjects. The choice of subjects may vary from year to year but 
will generally include the following:

Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)    Information and Software Technology (IST) 
Industrial Technology -Ceramics, Textiles, Metals Physical Activity & Sports Studies (PASS) 
Agriculture   Child Studies   History
Visual Arts   Music    Food Technology 
 



The College Curriculum
In Years 11 and 12 the only mandatory subjects are Studies of Religion or Studies in Catholic Thought 
and 2 Units of English.  Students are required to complete at least 12 units of study in Year 11 and at 
least 10 units in their HSC year, which begins in Term 4 of Year 11.  Other courses are selected from a 
range of Board Developed Courses, Board Endorsed Courses, VET courses (Vocational Education and 
Training) or online courses.

Subjects typically offered include:

Physical Development, Health & Physical Education (PDHPE)  Industrial Technology (Wood) 
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation (SLR)   Community and Family Studies (CAFS) 
Earth & Environmental Science  Extension Mathematics  Music  
Ancient History     Primary Industries   Biology
Agriculture     Legal Studies    Physics 
Business Studies    Mathematics    Visual Arts 
Modern History     Extension English   Chemistry 
Work Studies     Food Technology
 
Computer Technology is integrated into all KLAs. Students are required to bring their own device 
specified by and bought through the College.



Extra-curricular Activities
Students at St Mary’s College are encouraged to be involved in a variety of sporting, academic, cultural 
and community activities.  

Representative sport generally follows the School – Diocese – Combined Catholic Colleges pathway.  
There is further information about sport in this handbook.

Academic enrichment activities include:  
 ɓ Agricultural Field Days
 ɓ Livestock Judging
 ɓ Dorothea McKellar Poetry Competition
 ɓ Science and Engineering Challenge
 ɓ Writing Competitions
 ɓ Honeywell Engineering Experience 
 ɓ The Science Experience 
 ɓ Science - GRASS - Growing Regional and Agriculture Students in Science 
 ɓ Visits from educational institutions such as CSIRO and universities
 ɓ Peer Support 
 ɓ Pastoral Camps
 ɓ Young Driver’s Expo

 



Cultural pursuits include:
 ɓ Model United Nations Assembly
 ɓ Public Speaking and Debating
 ɓ Musical Performances/Eisteddfod
 ɓ Participation in a variety of bands and choirs
 ɓ Chess competitions
 ɓ Technology Club
 ɓ Chinese Club
 ɓ Sewing Club

Among the community and miscellaneous activities are:
 ɓ St Vincent de Paul Conference
 ɓ Project Compassion/Catholic Missions
 ɓ Voluntary support for Riding for the Disabled (Year 9 students)
 ɓ Legacy and ANZAC Day Badge selling
 ɓ ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day Ceremonies
 ɓ Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
 ɓ University Open Days
 ɓ TAFE “Try-a-Trade” days
 ɓ Year 10 Work Experience
 ɓ St Joseph’s Parish Liturgical activities 
 ɓ Warraymalaya Camp



Religious Education
Through the work and dedication of the Religious Education staff at St Mary’s College, students are 
taught within a climate conducive to their intellectual, spiritual and moral development. The Religious 
Education program is a primary focus of the life at the College.

Formal Curriculum
Each student at the College participates in formal Religion classes using the  Faithful to God; Faithful to 
People program. 
This curriculum is divided into five strands of content.

a) Scripture and Jesus
b) Church and Community
c) God, Religion and Life
d) Prayer, Liturgy and the Sacraments
e) Morality and Justice.

From Year 7 to Year 10, five specific topics within each of these strands are studied. The depth covered in 
each topic is focused toward the emotional and spiritual development of students in the year group. The 
Religious Education curriculum is currently under Diocesan review and the new units are constantly 
being improved.

In Years 11 and 12, students may undertake Studies of Religion (1 Unit or 2 Units) or Studies in Catholic 
Thought. Both courses examine a range of religious traditions but maintain a strong Catholic focus.

Informal Curriculum 
Various activities are undertaken within the College, under the auspices of the Religious Education 
Department, designed to complement the formal curriculum taught to students in the classroom. 
These activities lead students into a personal experience and practical application of the content taught 
in the classroom.



Student Prayer
Classes pray together during Mentor Groups to begin each school day.
Students are also given regular and varied experiences of both individual and group prayer within their 
Religious Education classes. Students pray as a school community at assemblies and special celebrations 
such as ANZAC Day, Remembrance Day, Community Rosary and NAIDOC Week.

In addition to whole school Masses, year groups participate in the weekly Parish Mass on Tuesdays and 
the Parish Priest or Assistant Priest undertake regular classroom visits. Parents, family and friends are 
most welcome at these celebrations which are advertised in the St Joseph’s Parish Bulletin and the 
St Mary’s College Newsletter.

Retreats and Reflection Days
Retreats and Reflection Days are vital to the life of the Religious Education Program at St Mary’s College. 
These retreats and reflection days are compulsory components of the Religious Education program 
and enhance the formal curriculum.
The College Charitable Works Program,  the Religious Education Department at St Mary’s College 
seeks to develop in students, an awareness of those in need within both our local and wider community. 
Faithful to this aim, students are encouraged to become involved in some charitable works.

Broad aims of Religious Education
Religious Education at St Mary’s College seeks to achieve the following aims:

 ɓ To provide opportunities for students to grow in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
 ɓ To make students aware of Catholic spiritual heritage in the areas of liturgy, doctrine, scripture 
and prayer.

 ɓ To help students to live in such a way that their actions give living expression to their faith.
 ɓ To give students experiences in participation in the prayer life of the Church through the 
celebration of Mass, the Sacraments, and Devotions.

For further information please contact:
Mrs Sandra Garnett
Religious Education Coordinator 



English
At St Mary’s College, the English Faculty endeavours to provide all students with a learning environment 
in which they are given the opportunity and encouragement to develop confidence and competence in 
reading, writing, speaking, viewing and listening. Students are offered a wide range of learning experiences 
that develop their communication and comprehension skills and prepare them for NAPLAN and the 
Higher School Certificate examinations.

Curriculum 
Years 7-10
The content of the courses offered in Years 7-10 incorporates the study of novels, picture books, poetry, 
drama, film, media, debating and public speaking. The skills of spelling, grammar, vocabulary and written 
expression are also taught and developed.
A flexible policy is adopted to determine whether the classes in Years 7-10 are streamed or mixed ability. 
This decision is made each year according to the skills and needs of the cohort.

Years 11-12
In Years 11 and 12, two units of English are mandatory. There are three courses offered.
Standard English is taken by the majority of students who require 2 units of English to fulfil HSC 
requirements.
The Advanced English course is a more academic and challenging course and requires students to 
undertake the study of more complex texts, including Shakespeare.
English Studies is designed to meet the specific needs of students who are seeking an alternative 
to the English Standard course and who intend to proceed from school directly into employment or 
vocational training.



There are two further 1 unit courses that are offered as elective units in English. Extension 1 English is 
available for students to study in both the Preliminary and HSC years. The study of Advanced English 
is a prerequisite for this subject. It is designed for students who are independent learners and who wish 
to study a variety of texts at a more intensive level.
Extension 2 English is also offered for students who wish to compose a Major Work in English during 
Year 12. Advanced and Extension 1 English are prerequisites for this course.

Activities
St Mary’s College provides students with the opportunity to be involved in a wide range of extracurricular 
activities. Students are encouraged to enter state-wide competitions such as the annual Dorothea 
Mackellar Poetry competition and the Sydney Morning Herald writing competition. Each year students 
in Years 7-10 participate in the Australian English competition. Students also enter the local Eisteddfod 
in the Public Speaking section. St Mary’s supports the local show by entering compositions in the story 
writing and poetry sections.

Students in Years 11 and 12 are invited each year to participate in the Model United Nations Assembly 
that is organised by Rotary. Teams are sponsored by the local Rotary clubs. In recent years students have 
travelled to Woolgoolga, Port Macquarie and Inverell to meet with students from schools all over the 
North West and the North Coast. The students dress in national costume, represent their nominated 
country and speak to the conference on a variety of topical issues.

Whenever suitable plays, films or travelling performers visit the area, excursions are organised to cater 
for curriculum demands and the students’ interests and entertainment.

For further information please contact:
Mr Adam Thompson
English Leader of Learning



Mathematics
To function effectively in today’s world, all students need a solid grounding in Mathematics. In 
Mathematics, students experience not only the practical uses of mathematics but also participate in 
more formal aspects that lay the foundation for later mathematics and related study.

On a practical level, the students learn the mathematics which equips them for general employment 
and functioning in society. At the same time, they also engage in mathematics that involves posing and 
solving problems together with an appreciation of its contribution to culture.
This is in line with the two main aims of the Australian Curriculum for the teaching and learning of 
Mathematics:

1. The educating of students to be active, thinking citizens, interpreting the world mathematically, 
and using Mathematics to help form their predictions and decisions about personal financial 
priorities;
2. Encouraging students to learn that Mathematics has its own value and beauty and to gain an 
appreciation of the elegance and power of mathematical thinking and experience the joy of 
Mathematics.

At St Mary’s College the courses of study in Mathematics endeavour to meet the needs of students of 
all levels of mathematical ability.

Curriculum 
Years 7 and 8: Students follow a common course in keeping with the requirements of the New South 
Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA).
Year 9 and 10: Students study either Mathematics 5.1/ 5.2 or the 5.1/5.2/ 5.3 course.
Year 11: Students study one of the following Board courses:

 ɓ Mathematics Standard
 ɓ Mathematics Advanced
 ɓ Mathematics Extension 1



Year 12 (HSC): Students are offered a choice of four NESA developed courses for their HSC Year.
 ɓ Mathematics Standard 1
 ɓ Mathematics Standard 2
 ɓ Mathematics Advanced
 ɓ Mathematics Extension 1
 ɓ Mathematics Extension 2

Students in Year 11 and 12 also have access to online programs like Edrolo to consolidate teacher-
provided work in the classroom.

Technology 
At St Mary’s College we use technology to enhance the teaching and learning of Mathematics.
Besides using Board endorsed calculators such as the Casio fx-82 AU and the Casio fx-100AU where 
required, all Mathematics classes are taught using Promethean interactive displays. At the same time, 
students have access to mathsonline (www.mathsonline.com.au) program.
Google Classroom is another valuable online program used by teachers to provide homework, 
assignments and resources to students as well as providing parents with an opportunity to monitor 
their child’s work. With students now bringing their own devices (laptops, chromebooks) to school. 
Online resources are utilised to complement student learning.

For further information please contact:
Mr Michael Masige
Mathematics Leader of Learning

 



Science
Science education is one of the cornerstones of high school education. At St Mary’s College we 
endeavour to actively engage our students in their learning. Students are offered a wide range of extra-
curricular activities to complement their formal learning.

Facilities 
St Mary’s has four well equipped Science laboratories. The three “wet labs” were designed to maximise 
student learning and safety. In each of these labs the central classroom is surrounded by practical 
benches with plenty of room to leave experiments set up. The fourth laboratory is a specialist Physics 
facility. Computer technology is integrated into lessons with the use of Smartboards in each laboratory, 
data loggers, laptop computers, iPads and a permanent computer lab.

Agriculture is part of the Science Department. A small agricultural plot is located within the school 
grounds. This area has a glasshouse, shadehouse, raised garden beds, aquaponic units, poultry, poddy 
livestock, a worm farm and composting bays. Two larger agricultural plots containing cattle yards and 
cattle feeding facilities are located within a 5 minute walk from the school.



Curriculum

Years 7-10
The Stage 4 and 5 courses in Science emphasise outcomes for students that are both knowledge and 
skills based. The programs are dynamic and theme based reflecting the new Australian Curriculum. 
Each term of each year level addresses a different strand of Science. A wide range of texts, practical 
activities and web-based learning ensures our students are well prepared for assessments. Classes use 
resources such as Google Classroom to facilitate learning.

iSTEM (Years 9/10 elective)
This elective course utilises a practical integrated approach with engineering and technology being 
used to drive interest in science and mathematics, through the development of a variety of skills.

Years 11-12
Students in the senior years have the opportunity to select specialist subjects with a view to higher 
education, or to participate in courses which give a broad range of experiences and give a background 
of scientific knowledge.

HSC Science subjects offered at St Mary’s College include:
 ɓ Agriculture
 ɓ Biology
 ɓ Chemistry
 ɓ Physics
 ɓ Earth and Environmental Science 
 ɓ VET Primary Industries.



Agriculture
Students at St Mary’s College have a strong tradition in the Agricultural subjects. Students in Years 7 
and 8 gain a “taste of Agriculture” through the Design and Technology program. Students in Years 9 
and 10 are offered Agriculture in the electives. Four different 100 hour courses are made available to the 
students. This allows students to specialise early in this subject.

At HSC level a student can study both Agriculture and Primary Industries at St Mary’s College. 
Agriculture has a science base allowing students to readily move into tertiary studies in Agriculture. 
Primary Industries is a school based vocational course that allows students to gain skills and qualifications 
that assist them in employment.

The Agriculture program gives students the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of areas 
including aquaponics, horticulture and poultry. Over the years the students have also had a great deal 
of success in showing and judging cattle. Cattle prepared by St Mary’s students have been successful at 
many judging events. Success in 2019 included:

 ɓ Champion School Steer Challenge live exhibit - Wingham Beef Week
 ɓ Champion School Steer Challenge carcase - Wingham Beef Week
 ɓ Champion unled exhibit - Upper Hunter Beef Bonanza
 ɓ Reserve Champion carcase - Upper Hunter Beef Bonanza Reserve

Students also have the opportunity to extend their Agricultural knowledge skills and practices by 
participating in a range of camps made available through Rotary and the University of New England.

For further information please contact:
Mr Greg Boyce
Science Leader of Learning



Human Society and Its Environment
Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) is the study of the world around us. It asks questions about 
the past and how it impacts us today, how we interact with our environment and how we as individuals 
can make a difference in the world in which we live. 
The aim of HSIE is to develop in students the values, attitudes, skills, knowledge and understanding 
that:

 ɓ enhances their sense of personal, communal, national and global identity
 ɓ enable them to participate effectively in maintaining and improving the quality of their society 
and environment

Year 7 – 10 History and Geography
During each year, students cover a range of topics on Geography and History. Whilst there are particular 
topics covered, students focus on the development of skills which are incredibly important as they 
enter Year 11 and 12.
Students cover a wide range of topics including:

 ɓ History - Ancient China & Rome, American ‘Wild West’, Frontier Wars in Australia, the Trans-
Atlantic Slave Trade, Australian Convicts, World Wars One & Two, US Civil Rights, NSW 
Freedom Rides, Vietnam, Afghanistan and the Gulf Wars.

 ɓ Geography - Changing Landscapes, Hazards and Disasters, Liveability of Spaces, Water Scarcity 
and Management, Technology and Connections, Food Production, International Migration, 
Human Well Being and Development.

Year 9 – 10 Electives
HSIE runs two electives in Year 9 & 10. Both electives prepare students for Year 11/12 subjects Legal 
Studies, Business Studies, Modern & Ancient History and Society & Culture. 

 ɓ Commerce
 ɓ Elective History

Years 11 and 12
HSIE has 6 subjects that build on the skills developed in the junior school. 

 ɓ Legal Studies
 ɓ Business Studies
 ɓ Work Studies 
 ɓ Ancient History
 ɓ Modern History
 ɓ Society and Culture Possible inclusion in 2022

For further information please contact:
Ms Danielle Barisa
HSIE Leader of Learning



Personal Development, Health and Physical Education
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education is one of the Key Learning Areas in the NSW 
Secondary Curriculum. It has been designed to provide educational opportunities that prepare all 
students for effective and responsible participation in their society, taking account of moral, ethical and 
spiritual considerations. It is hoped that students will develop the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes 
which are essential for all students to succeed in and beyond their schooling.

Facilities 
St Mary’s provides a range of sporting and recreational facilities and equipment. There are two tennis 
courts which are used for a wide range of sporting and physical activities. The College also makes good 
use of various Council facilities such as Kitchener Park and the town pool.

Courses
PDHPE (Years 7-10)
These are mandatory courses. The course follows a syllabus that covers four content strands designed 
to provide students with specific skills and knowledge in order to develop positive attitudes, values and 
morals in health, physical activity and lifestyle related issues. The four main focus areas in the strands are 
based on communicating, interacting, planning, moving, decision making and problem solving.

Child Studies (Years 9/10 elective)
This elective course is offered to provide students interested in working with children in the future, a 
grounding in the types of skills and attributes required in this area.



Physical Activity and Sports Skills (Years 9/10 elective)
PASS is an elective course offered to provide students with the opportunity to further develop the 
knowledge and skills which relate to sport, fitness and health.

PDHPE (Years 11-12)
The 2 Unit Course is offered in Years 11 and 12. Study in these courses examine individual and community 
health, fitness issues and scientific principles that relate to movement, sport and exercise. In addition to 
this, students study options in improving performance, sports medicine, first aid and outdoor recreation. 
Students are given the opportunity to gain a Senior First Aid Certificate.

Sport Lifestyle and Recreation (Year 11-12)
SLR is a 1 Unit course offered in Years 11 and 12 and areas of study include aquatics, games and sport, 
sports administration and social perspectives of games and sport.

Community and Family Studies (Years 11-12)
CAFS is a 2 Unit course offered in Years 11 and 12. Study in this course examines the functioning of 
contemporary society by exploring components including family studies, sociology and developmental 
psychology.

For further information please contact:
Ms Shelley Thurgood
PDHPE  Leader of Learning

 



Technological & Applied Studies and 
Creative & Performing Arts Faculty

Technology And Applied Studies
Technological and Applied Studies subjects contribute to the development of students’ technological 
skills by giving them practical experiences in designing, planning and making.

Facilities
St Mary’s College provides specialist facilities including two Industrial Arts workshops equipped with 
specialist machinery and equipment, an ISTEM room, a Textile and Design workshop and a Food 
Technology Laboratory.

Curriculum – Mandatory Course
Technology Mandatory engages students in design and production activities as they develop solutions to 
identified needs and opportunities. Through the practical application of knowledge and understanding 
they learn about Agriculture and Food Technologies, Digital Technologies, Engineered Systems and 
Material Technologies.
From these experiences in Years 7 & 8 students can decide on the specialist elective courses they wish 
to pursue in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12.
Subjects offered as elective choices in Years 9, 10 11 & 12

 ɓ Food Technology
 ɓ Textiles Technology and Textiles & Design
 ɓ Industrial Technology – Metal
 ɓ Industrial Technology – Timber Products and Furniture Technologies



Creative Arts
Creative Arts Education encourages awareness, imagination, enthusiasm and communicative skills. 
It aims to develop, encourage and enhance creative qualities in the individual. Creative Arts provide 
students with the opportunity to develop ideas, feelings and responses to their personal and global 
environment.

Facilities
St Mary’s College provides up-to-date specialist facilities and equipment for Creative Arts students. 
The Visual Arts Studio, Photography darkroom, Music Conservatorium and Music practice rooms are 
fully equipped specialist facilities with current and traditional technologies.

Curriculum – Mandatory Courses
Visual Arts and Music are mandatory courses in Years 7 and 8. The courses will give students various 
experiences in the visual and performing arts.

Music 
Music is offered as an elective course to students in Years 9 and 10 and as a 2 Unit HSC course in Years 
11 and 12.
Music is presented in four strands as per the syllabus - Performance, Musicology, Composition, Aural.
Students are encouraged to perform to different audiences, ranging from College peers to the wider 
community including the Gunnedah Eisteddfod and the Gunnedah Schools Spectacular. The faculty 
also facilitates numerous extra-curricular musical activities to cater for students’ talents and interests.
These have included: Rock Bands, Vocal Ensembles, School performances and School based concerts.

Visual Arts
Visual Arts is an elective course offered to students in Years 9 and 10, and a 2 Unit HSC course in Years 
11 and 12. Students cover two areas of Arts Practice:

 ɓ Art History/ Criticism
 ɓ Art Making

Students have the opportunity to experiment in and explore the following areas: Drawing, Textiles, 
Painting, Sculpture, Ceramics, Computer Graphics, Photography and Printmaking. Year 11 have an 
additional board endorsed course in Ceramics that can be studied at the College.

For further information please contact:
Miss Angelique Langton
TAS & CAPA Leader of Learning



Music 
All students have the opportunity to learn how to read, write and perform music using a variety of 
instruments through a diverse range of repertoire. Throughout the mandatory Music course, students 
in Years 7 and 8 develop note reading skills, rhythmic understanding and are introduced to basic chord 
structures and progressions through learning and performing on keyboards, guitars and ukuleles. 

Music is an elective subject in Years 9 and 10. Students develop their skills on an instrument of 
their choice and prepare a broad range of repertoire for performance. Students also experiment 
with improvisation and develop ensemble and solo awareness through a diverse range of musical 
experiences.

Music 1, Music 2 and Music Extension is offered in Years 11 and 12. The key learning areas of performance, 
musicology, composition and aural skills form the basis for these courses and allow students to study 
and explore various styles of music in greater depth.

Our Band program allows students to play music with like minded individuals. It is the perfect avenue 
for students to further develop their ensemble skills in an environment that promotes creativity and 
confidence. Many small ensembles are also formed from these larger bands such as the percussion 
ensemble, small jazz ensembles and rock bands. 

The choral program at St Mary’s College is open to all students who love to sing. Students learn music 
in 3 part harmony and perform at various events throughout the year. Our school choir is an integral 
part of College life and plays an active role in expressing our Catholic faith, particularly at College 
Masses and ceremonies through music ministry. 

All ensembles offer wonderful performance opportunities for the students involved. Students are 
given the opportunity to represent the College at community events and services, as well as travelling 
around the region for competitions and public performances.



Languages
Huānyíng! Welcome!
At St Mary’s College students study Mandarin for 1 year (100 hours) in Year 7 (and Year 8 2021). 
Students learn to appreciate the cultural background of new languages and to employ the practical skills 
of language through experiences in reading, writing, listening, and speaking Chinese.

Volunteers from the local Chinese community  regularly visit the class to enhance student learning. 
There is an extremely popular excursion to the local Chinese restaurant where the students order 
completely in Chinese. The students will also have the opportunity to experience Chinese cinema, 
fiction, calligraphy, games, music and learn to cook their own Chinese food. The students who enjoy 
studying this course can choose to continue Chinese at St Mary’s through Years 9 and 10 as an elective
subject.

For further information please contact:
Mr Scott Harris
Teacher of Languages



Sports Department
Sport enjoys a high profile at St Mary’s College and we have a proud tradition of sporting achievements. 
In past years, we have experienced success at state and national level following the NSW Combined 
Catholic Colleges’ pathway. As a school, we participate in Diocesan sport organised by the Armidale 
Diocesan Secondary Sports Council that can lead to state and national representation.

Sports on offer at St Mary’s include athletics, basketball, cricket, cross-country, netball, rugby league/
league tag, soccer, equestrian, swimming, tennis, and touch. There are also opportunities for students to 
be involved in other sports with details on the Catholic Schools NSW Sport website
 – www.csnsw.sport

Students are also encouraged to pursue sporting and leisure interests outside of school hours to maintain 
an active and healthy lifestyle.

For further information please contact:
Mr Tim Kennedy
Sports Coordinator
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Staff at my school have:

All students, all staff, all the time:

✴ A collective responsibility for all students
✴ A positive, high regard for all students
✴ A commitment to increasing learning, well-being, faith development and

life-opportunity outcomes for all students
✴ A commitment to being a skilled and helpful adult support for all students

✴ People have a better day because I am here as part of the school team!

Living Well, Learning Well
A Student Support Framework for the Diocese of Armidale

I am VALUED, 
RESPECTED
and CARED

for

✴ Attend school (be part of the team)
✴ Be friendly (greet people)
✴ Be positive- it’s catching!
✴ Take time out when you need to settle
✴ Choose words and tone that are right for good

conversations
✴ Be a good listener
✴ Care for our resources, belongings and wellbeing
✴ Be a helper and a problem-solver

I am a 
LEARNER

✴ Students and staff form learning teams (be part of the team)
✴ Try hard (persist when things are tough)
✴ Get back on track if re-directed
✴ Self-question: - What am I learning? - How am I going?

- How can I improve my work and learning?
- What help do I need? - Who can help?

✴ Don’t disrupt the learning of others or the work of
adults who are helping us learn

✴ Follow safety rules for different settings
✴ Take safety drills seriously (know what to do in an

emergency)
✴ Hands off for physical safety
✴ Say nothing hurtful
✴ Use technology with care (think before searching,

opening, sending, sharing)
✴ Be a peacemaker (give good advice)
✴ Seek help for self or others when there is a safety concern

I am 
SAFE
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Living Well, Learning Well
Families as Partners in Catholic School Communities

Our Diocesan Schools:

Our Families:

I am VALUED, 
RESPECTED
and CARED

for

I am a 
LEARNER

✴ Supporting policies, practices and protocols that enhance student
learning

✴ Recognising and supporting the link between strong school
attendance and successful learning

✴ Engaging in ongoing, productive conversations about learning
with students, teachers and school leaders

✴ Recognising high family regard for learning, a literacy-rich home
environment and a high regard for the work of the school as powerful
positive influences on student learning and wellbeing outcomes

✴ Supporting policies, practices and protocols that keep people safe
✴ Quickly informing the school when aware of a risk to safety
✴ Supporting and teaching help-seeking strategies to children and
     young people
✴ Assisting children and young people in the replacement of unsafe

behaviours

I am 
SAFE

✴ Supporting policies, practices and protocols that ensure people are
valued, respected and cared for

✴ Quickly informing the school when aware of a risk to a child/young
person’s sense of being valued, respected and cared for

✴ Modelling in the family the ways people are valued, respected and
cared for

✴ Supporting and facilitating positive relationships with school staff
and other families in the school community

✴ Recognising and supporting the link between strong school
attendance and connection to school

✴ Understanding how family engagement in schooling contributes
positively to the learning, wellbeing, faith development and life
opportunities of children and young people

In choosing a Catholic school, parents enter a partnership with the school in which there is shared privilege and
responsibility for the child’s faith formation, learning and wellbeing. There is a shared goal that all children and young 
people in Armidale Diocesan schools are safe, valued, respected and cared for, and esteemed and supported as learners.

Recognise that positive partnerships between families and school strengthen the school 
    community and improve learning, wellbeing, faith development and life opportunities 
    for all children/young people in the school.

Recognise that the partnership between family and school centres on the child/young 
person, who has voice in the partnership and whose learning, wellbeing and spiritual 
development are the reason for the partnership - as taught and modelled by Jesus, 
our children and young people are at the heart of the Kingdom of God (Luke 18: 16). 

Families strengthen the partnership by:



Handbook updated 16/03/2021


